
Minutes of the meeting of Wimblington Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th February 2021 by ‘zoom’ 
video conference call, at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present  M T Davis (Chairman), Mrs P Amos (Clerk), Cllr. P Clark; Cllr; Rose Cllr. J Clarke; Cllr. Hennen ; 
Cllr. Dent; Cllr ; 
Cllr J Gowing, CCC; Mrs P Hart; Trevor Thorne 
 

 

Number Title  Action 

022/21 Apologies for 
Absence 

Cllr Harding  

023/21 Absentees Cllr Wright  

024/21 Chairs 
Additional items 

None  

025/21  Declarations of 
interest 
 

i)declaration: F/YR20/1275/F – Cllr Davis & clerk 
ii)written dispensation requests:  There were none 
iii)dispensation grants: There are none 

 

026/21 Public 
Participation 

None  
 

027/21 Confirmation of 
minutes 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of meeting held on 12th January 2021 were correctly recorded 
and that they be signed as being a true record. Proposed: Cllr. P Clark; Seconded: Cllr Dent; 
All in favour. 

 

028/21 Fenland District 
Council 

Cllr Davis reported that most work being done is Covid related with few new projects. There 
has been a meeting with S Barclay & Cllr D Laws regarding local flooding which is all over the 
region. FDC are co-ordinating incidences of flooding to be reported. Most Covid business 
grants have now been given. 

 

029/21 Cambridgeshire 
County Council 

Cllr Gowing sent a written report which was forwarded to Cllrs on 8.2.21. Relevant parts are: 
CCC are investigating and reporting on flooding and instigating action to prevent further 
flooding where they can. In Cambridgeshire every care home resident and staff have either 
been given a vaccine or offered one, with a very small exception of a handful of homes 
where it can’t be done currently because of the outbreak situation at those homes. Their 

target is to secure sufficient funding to ensure that every child and young person in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have both the equipment and access to broadband that 
they need to maintain continuity of their learning and education in their homes. Donations 
of unused equipment can be made at LaptopsForChildren@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. 
Loneliness & depression is still a big issue, go to 
https://www.bewellcambridgeshire.co.uk/resources-and-campaigns/50-000- reasons for 
help 
He has asked for a separate meeting to deal with flooding in Wimblington & Stonea.    
Site meeting in process of being arranged at Addison Rd. with CCC 
LHI meeting is on 1st March.  
Full council meeting today when budget was agreed. £29.7million for highways 2021-2026 
£4m a year for 5 years for footpaths. £2.7 m extra for flood improvements. 

 
 

030/21 Clerks report Clerk reported that further to Jan minute 10/21c. The latest invoice from Vision ICT had been 
paid as their lowest costing for web site production is quoted on their web site as: up to 
£1200.00. As our cumulative bills so far have totalled £905.00 net, chair and clerk agreed 
that  it should be paid. All councillors .gov.uk e-mails are working and Councillors should try 
to use them.  
Clerk had received a reply from Cambs CC and Anglian Water about a reported broken pump 
on Woodmans Way. It seems that the pump did fail on Boxing Day due to a short power 
outage, but was mended immediately and has been working correctly since then. Anglian 
Water also pointed out that we have had the wettest December & January for 100 years with 
over 140% of rainfall during these months. They encourage residents to sign up to the 
Environment Agencies flood warning service. Customers can report issues by calling 03457 
145 145 or use their online service. Cllr Gowing asked why both pumps cant be used at the 
same time, but this is not possible as it would pump too much water for the pipes to cope 
with. 

 
 

031/21 Other Matters  a) Good neighbour scheme: Cllr Bowell has spoken to social subscriber at the surgery who 
will attend meeting after COVID to explain her experience of them elsewhere. She would be 
an integral part of a Good neighbour scheme and is very keen to help. She would like to be 
able to refer needy residents when they need some help as well as be an integral part of the 
scheme. 
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b) Dog waste bins Eastwood End: Clerk reported that the 4th bin is now in-situ on The Hook.  
c) web site: clerk reported that a little progress has been made, although the site is still not 
as we would wish. Many areas have been updated by Cllrs. Clarke & Hennen and .gov.uk e-
mails are now in use for clerk & Councillors. We continue to try to contact Vision ICT to get 
remaining items changed. Cllr Hennen did  manage to speak to Daniel Hillier – the owner of 
Vision ICT - yesterday, he will try to improve site as per our requests. Cllr Hennen suggested 
a separate web team meeting to make some decisions as they cannot deliver what we have 
asked for. To be arranged. Cllr Bowell has still not been able to get attachments to work. 
Signature will not work through mobile device. Will e-mail clerk with faults. 
d) Flooding: Cllr Davis said that with many more houses being built this is covering what 
were fields with concrete reducing opportunity for drainage. Drains & gulley’s are not 
routinely cleaned out by County Council which blocks them, we now have to ask for this to 
be done. We have been lucky in that our road drains have been cleaned out this week. After 
the recent heavy rainfall, a number of residents had reported flood or very near flood, which 
has not been seen in Wimblington for many years. The corner of Addison Rd. field and 
several house gardens there have been flooded hence the upcoming meeting there. A ditch 
between the field and road has been filled in by householder, this has been forwarded to 
CCC for action. The field & gardens have now been flooded for over 6 weeks with no agency 
taking responsibility. All Cllrs to documents any complaints regarding flooding & forward to 
clerk. Cllr Davis asked if between us we could list all of our road drains and all check them 
periodically and report when necessary. Cllr Davis & clerk will start & collate. 
Clerk had forwarded an e-mail from Cllr D Laws asking for information from each area about 
their flooding issues. Cllr Davis had replied with Wimblington information. Clerk & Chair had 
received an e-mail from Cllr Gowing who had attended a zoom meeting regarding flooding in 
March and has requested another to deal with Wimblington, Stone & Manea. He asked for 
information from residents about any drains or ditches which are know to be blocked or 
filled in. Cllr Davis is in the process of drafting a statement with contact details to go onto 
our web site and facebook page. 
e) Wildlife Policy: Cllr Wright was not able to attend. Agenda for next time 
Cllr Gowing said that he is now on Tree committee and asked whether the village needs any 
trees. Cllr Hennen asked who to go to about defunct railway/who maintains it as many trees 
have been felled there. Network rail said that the work was done for safety reasons but have 
said that they’ve overdone the work so that attendance is reduced. Who can they contact 
about this as wildlife is severely affected? Cllr Gowing said that normally if trees are cut 
down they have to be replaced. He will look into this with postcode. Cllr Bowell offered that 
we will add new trees into the NHP questionnaire.  
f) Connections Bus: Clerk had receive a letter from Connections Bus project offering the 
youth support/work in Wimblington. This had been discussed during Jan 2020 meeting when 
decision was not to buy the service as only 3 children had attended during the Summer 
holidays. Costs quoted in 2020 were £220.00 for 1.5 hours session but a minimum booking of 
one full term was needed. After discussion resolved not to purchase. Proposed: Cllr. P Clark 
Seconded: Cllr. Rose 
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0032/21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments 

 

0224/20d 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

a) The members to consider the following: accounts for payment: 

Payments  NET VAT £ 

Staff salaries Feb *Including pension, tax & NI   1844.24 

FDC Eastwood End dog waste bins 499.20 99.84 599.04 

Tekgia Software for new computer 124.00 24.80 148.80 

EDF Pavilion electricity   16.00 

Wrights Tools Filler for hall 14.15 2.83 16.98 

Wrights Tools Sanding disks for hall 6.10 1.22 7.32 

Avantigas Hall gas Jan 231.77 46.35 278.12 
Sothern electric Street light electricity Jan 160.11 8.45 168.56 

CGM Cemetery deciduous hedge cut 315.00 63.00 378.00 

     

     

 

Invoices paid by Barclaycard 
Zoom  Video confr Jan-Feb 11.99 2.40 14.39 

Giff gaff Pavilion data 10.00 2.00 12.00 

 



 
 
 
 
 

      
     

 
*See appendix a for salary breakdown 
 
              =    Previously approved by Chairman or at previous meeting 
 
All payments to be made - Proposed: Cllr. Dent ; Seconded: Cllr. Rose, all in favour. 

033/21 Risk 
Management 
and Health & 
Safety 

a) To review policies/procedures. Nothing new to report. Cllr Davis had to include an equality 
policy during application for funding. Ours was dated 2016 and probably needs to be 
reviewed. Cllr Davis will forward to Cllr Clarke for review.   
 

 
 
MD 

034/21 Planning Planning: the clerk reported that the following planning applications had been received for 
comment:  
F/YR20/1275/F - Erect 2-storey front and side extensions and single-storey rear extension to 
existing dwelling involving the demolition of existing car port and canopy at 7 March Road  - 
Cllr Dent had visited site – extension is quite large but is not too large for plot and will not 
overlook. – no objections 
F/YR20/1006/F – Revised proposals in relation to Conversion of former Methodist Chapel to 
1 x dwelling (2-storey, 3-bed) involving demolition of single-storey extension at Wimblington 
Methodist Church Norfolk Street – no objections  
F/YR19/1015/F - Erect 1no dwelling (1 x 3-bed 2-storey) involving the demolition of existing 
dwelling and raising of site levels by 1.1m (max), including the temporary siting of a 
prefabricated building at The Cottages Nixhill Farm Nixhill Road – no objections 
 
Cllr P Clark said that a couple of residents have complained about a shed being built in the 
garden of 1 Eaton Estate, this has been forwarded to planning enforcement officer although 
it appears to be within permitted development size. Enforcement officer is in discussions 
with resident 
 
Cllr Davis did not take part in discussions regarding the above planning applications as she is 
a member of FDC planning committee. 
 
b) Neighbourhood plan: Cllr Bowell reported that the second NHP meeting had taken place 
and areas of work divided up between members of the group. Each sub group will meet (via 
zoom) between bi-monthly meetings of whole group. Groups are public engagement; pre-
questionnaire and planning/green spaces/maps.  She has not yet heard back about funding 
and will chase.  Covid restrictions are limiting at the moment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

35/21 Highway 
matters/Street 
lighting/ 
Transport 

a) Street lights reported: Cllr P Clark asked when the light at playing field will be fixed. Clerk 
does not know other than Cable testing want to complete that repair at the same time as 
repairing the light opposite Governess Close. New street lights – as a light on Church Rd is to 
be replaced, Chair asked whether we should consider installing any new lights at the same 
time, thereby reducing site visit costs. A quote had been asked for but not yet received – 
clerk to chase again. Cllr Davis asked for suggestions of dark spots – clerk sited Chapel Lane 
which could do with at least 1 extra light. Clerk has asked for quote. Cllr Rose suggested 
outside Church on Church Lane. After discussion resolved to review quotes then make 
decision. Put on next agenda 
b) Footpaths and highways issues: None received 
c) LHI 2021/22. The feasibility study had been received and forwarded to Cllrs on 1.2.21. 
After discussion, resolved to reply agreeing to contribution of £1,000.00. Cllr Davis will 
attend the LHI bid meeting and point out that we need a sign at both ends, not as report 
suggest just at one end of Fullers Lane as lorries try to access Knowles Transport from the 
A141 not only from Knowles Transport outwards. Proposed: Cllr Dent; Seconded Cllr. P Clark  
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036/21 War Memorial 
playing field 

a) WMPF – Cllr Dent reported that the field is very wet at the moment.  
b) Drainage: Clerk reported that the amended deed had been forwarded to our Solicitor on 
13.1.2020 for review. This was returned to us with minor amendments and sent back to 
Clarion. To date we have not had this back, but with their agreement, work has been 
scheduled to start on 15th February. The tree line has already been cut back to allow easier 
access. A quote to include some land drainage into the new drain was sought from the 
contractor which came in at £450.00 net and approved by chairman so that contractor could 
order goods in time.  

 
 
 
PA 
 
 
 
 



c) adult exercise eqpt.: Cllrs Dent, Clark & Davis had completed an application for funding 
towards some adult exercise eqpt for the field and submitted it on 1.2.21. After further 
looking at replies from other clerks as to which eqpt. is most popular, option 1 from 
Wicksteed - £10,128.55 or Caloo’s cardio bundle - £9,995.00, would contain the most 
popular pieces. After discussion resolved to await funding decision. Cllr Davis did meet the 
1st Feb funding deadline, panel does not meet until April. Next agenda 

 
 
 
 
 
PA 

037/21 Parkfield Cllr Dent reported that whilst still closed, LED lighting has been fitted inside the building and 
a new outside light which allows cricket practice. The accounts were forwarded to Chair & 
clerk and whilst there is a small profit it was felt that as they are now closed and income 
reduced, it would be unfair to ask for any rent for last year. Quotes are being sought for a 
small treatment works which would greatly benefit Parkfield. Fencing has been mended and 
should last for about 5-10 years which allows other works to be done instead. Parkfield will 
pay for fencing repairs. 

 
 

038/21 New Cemetery/ 
Churchyard 

Deciduous hedge had been cut back by contractors.   
 

039/21 Parish Hall a) re-opening date. As Government guidelines still ask for all to stay at home, therefore after 
discussion hall to remain closed Review monthly.  
b) Outside repair work: Clerk had received notification that the insurance request had been 
escalated to claims manager. After chasing, a reply had been received that the claim was 
with their ‘buildings’ team.  
c) No parking sign; As vehicles appear to often park in the hall car park overnight or for 
longer periods, clerk asked whether we should install a ‘no parking’ or similar sign. Quotes 
had been sought and forwarded to Cllrs on 8.2.21 A custom 300mmx400mm 
photoluminescent sign with ‘No overnight parking. Hall users car park only’ would cost 
£25.20. Cllr Rose asked for a bigger sign maybe on a pole saying no fly tipping as well as no 
parking sign. Clerk to get cost of pole and 2 signs. Clerk & chair can have authority to spend 
up to £300 maximum. After discussion resolved to approve. Proposed: Cllr. P Clark  
Seconded: Cllr Rose  - tweak wording  

 
 
 
 
PA 
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040/21 Fun 
Day/Christmas 
Lights 

Cllr Rose reported: 
a)  Fun Day: Events proposed: Nothing to report. It will be reviewed at Easter dependent 
upon Covid rules.  
b) Christmas Lights: Events proposed: Nothing planned. Costs this year have been covered 
by gofundme donations.  

 
 
 
 

041/21 Correspondence Cllr P Clark asked whether meeting ID and password could be sent out together. After 
discussion this to commence from March meeting.  
Cllr Hennen raised Cllr details which are not fully correct on our new web site. Link to be put 
to direct to FDC web site for declarations of interest. 
Cllr Bowell asked about the traffic measurement on March Rd. Cllr Davis had found that Mr 
Knowles had paid for this to be done to prove use of the road, as he objects to the planning 
application for 88 houses opposite his house. Also asked about MVAS figures – Cllr Rose was 
to forward figures from MVAS. Data has been collected and will forward to Cllr Davis for 
planning meeting to point out current volume of traffic.  
Clerk had received notification that Norfolk Street is to be closed, probably between 2-4 
March 2021 for pipe repair works. 
Also received e-mail from Galliford regarding Guyhirn roundabout works which will 
commence on 11.2.21 setting up with construction starting in March. For further 
information contact www.highwaysengland.co.uk/Guyhirn 
Cllr Rose reported that there is to be a new bus service which will connect Wimblington to 
Addenbrookes with a definite start date in March.  

 
 

042/21 Date of next 
meeting 

Next meeting: Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 19.00 
Meeting closed at: 20.45 
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Payments February 2021 NET VAT £ 

Booking clerk Hall steward duties    104.80 

Cleaner Hall cleaning    174.40 

Clerk Clerk duties incl. home wkg all.   784.30 

Handyman Handyman duties   288.00 

Inland revenue Staff tax & NI    231.24 

LGSS Clerks pension    261.50 

      

Total 1844.24 

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/Guyhirn

