
Minutes of the meeting of Wimblington Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th October 2024 at 
Wimblington Parish Hall, Addison Rd. Wimblington PE15 0QT, at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present  M T Davis (Chairman), Mrs P Amos (Clerk), Cllr. Clark; Cllr. Campbell; Cllr. Abbott; Cllr. Dent; 
Cllr. Best; Cllr Harding; Cllr. Johnson; Cllr Hennen 

 

Number Title & Agenda 
No 

  Action 

167/24 Apologies for 
Absence - 1 

 N/A  

168/24 Absentees None  

169/24 Chairs 
Additional items 
- 1a 

None  
 
 

170/24 Declarations of 
interest - 2 
 

i)declaration: None 
ii)written dispensation requests:  There were none. 
iii)dispensation grants: There are none.  

 

171/24 Public 
Participation - 3 

None  
 

172/24 Confirmation of 
minutes - 4 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of meeting held on 10th September 2024 were correctly 
recorded and that they be signed as being a true record. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson; Seconded: 
Cllr. Best; All in favour.  

 

173/24 Fenland District 
Council - 5 

Cllr Davis reported that 2 motions at the recent FD meeting had been put forward:  One 
regarding the labelling of meat. Coding on supermarket meats often means that the meat is 
either halal or kosher but that coding is not shared with the public, the motion is to try to get 
a better labelling system. Two - a motion to ask for the loss of winter fuel allowance to be re-
instated. 

  

174/24 Cambridgeshire 
County Council  
- 6 

Cllr Gowing reported that there has been a meeting regarding the Manea Fire Station review 
regarding recruitment and retention, the station will remain open until next year. Working 
patterns need to be changed. 3 different Fire stations attended a recent tractor fire.  

 

175/24 Clerks report - 7 Cllr Harding has reported that there are extensive works being carried out at the Golden Lion 
in Stonea, which has made it dangerous to stop and check the defibrillator or put the agenda 
into the noticeboard there. Clerk advised her not to try and that defibrillator has been 
temporarily taken off the Circuit. 
Clerk reported that an 'exit credit payment' from Cambridgeshire Pension fund of £5,700.00 
has been received. In other words we have paid in more than necessary at our leaving date. 
Clerk has received notification that Lloyds Wisbech branch is also to close 'soon'. They will 
have a 'community banker' available near to the branch, dates and times to be advised, they 
are also lowering their interest rates. 
Clerk advised that the second precept payment of £33,584.00 has now been received. The 
budget shows that on 8th October 2024 total income was £78,011.00 with total expenditure 
£77,140.00 - a net income over expenditure of £871.00 
Peter James has reported that the recent McMillan's coffee morning held at the Parish Hall 
has so far raised £1400.00 - he thanked Parish Council for the free use of the hall and the 
community as a whole for their generous donations and support. 

 
 

176/24 Other Matters  
- 8 

a) Parish Nature recovery plan: To be addressed when volunteers come forward and the 

County wide strategy has been announced.   

b) Village sign: Further to an email from the one person found who might restore the village 

sign, saying they would not take it on as it appeared not to be suitable for repair, clerk asked 

Cllrs. what they would like to do. Information had been forwarded to Cllrs on 9.9.2024 with 3 

companies who make new signs. 1 wooden carved the others cast in aluminium to replicate 

the one we have. Costs are approximately £3,500.00-£5,000.00 for a carved wooden one and 

££5,000-£6,000.00 for a cast aluminium. The Chairman suggested approaching Stainless 

Steel Metalcraft in Chatteris if they would consider this for funding as an apprentice project.  

After discussion resolved to ask Stainless Steel Metalcraft whether they can produce one. 

Chairman will approach them.. Ongoing for next agenda. 

c) VE day 2025: Clerk asked whether Cllrs want to arrange some sort of celebration/event for 

VE day Thursday 8th May 2025. After discussion resolved not to arrange an event Proposed: 

Johnson. Cllr. Seconded: Cllr. Harding  

d) LHI 2025/26: Further to an email received, forwarded to Cllrs 11.9.2024, we have been 

asked whether we wish to apply for any highways improvements under this scheme. After 
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discussion resolved to register an expression of interest for the footpath outside the WMPF 

to be repaired. Proposed: Cllr. Hennen. Seconded: Cllr. Johnson. 

e) Wimblington News: Further to the 2024 invoice and note from Jan Bellamy, clerk asked 

whether the Parish Council could support the newsletter with a donation? After discussion 

resolved to donate £500.00 Proposed: Cllr. Best; Seconded: Cllr. Abbott. 

f) Neighbourhood Plan endorsement: Further to information from our planning consultant, 

the Parish Council must formally endorse the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. It has been 

available to be read on our web site and via the emailed document. After discussion resolved 

to endorse the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Proposed: Cllr. Hennen. Seconded: Cllr. Best. 

g) May 2024 minutes: Further to clerk looking for a minute number, it was found that 3 

words had been omitted. Clerk asked permission to add 'agree the work' to minute number 

079/24c After discussion resolved to approve the addition. Proposed: Cllr Best. Seconded: 

Cllr. Hennen 

h) Lithium ion batteries bill: Further to a recent email from Lord Redesdale's aide we have 

been asked to write to Baroness Jones urging her to either support Lord Redesdale’s Bill or to 

slot it into the Government’s own Bill. After discussion resolved to write to her as above, 

Proposed: Cllr Johnson. Seconded: Cllr. Dent. 

J) CamSAR donation: Further to a donation request with supporting information, to purchase 

an all-terrain vehicle - forwarded to Cllrs on 2.10.202, would Cllrs like to donate to CamSAR? 

After discussion resolved to donate £500.00 Proposed: Cllr. Best. Seconded: Cllr. Hennen. 
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177/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments - 9 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

123/24b 

 

079/24c 

 

099/24c 

099/24c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) The members to consider the following: accounts for payment: 

Payments  NET VAT £ 

Salaries  *Including tax & NI   2934.45 

Wimblington News Monthly advert 2024   50.00 

Southern electric Hall electricity June-Aug 51.28 2.57 53.85 

Swift Fire Annual hall fire risk assesmn't 350.00 70.00 420.00 

R King memorials Level/ground anchors x 3 600.00 120.00 720.00 

Giff gaff Pavilion data  8.34 1.66 10.00 

Wrights tools Handyman sundries 5.45 1.09 6.54 

BT Hall phone & b'band Sept-Nov 119.85 21.32 127.84 

Fenwinds Deposit for new ramp 1100.00 220.00 1320.00 

Southern electric Street light electricity August 318.46 17.71 336.20 

Worby tree service Pollard 5 willow trees WMPF   2000.00 

Idverde Grass cutting Sept 584.47 116.89 701.36 

Onlineplaygrounds Replace footpath at WMPF 2587.00 517.40 3104.00 

Onlineplaygrounds Replace worn MUGA front 1650.50 330.10 1980.60 

Chadwick designs Repair web site for docs 20.00 4.00 24.00 

 A Deptford 2 Defibrillator batteries 490.00 98.00 588.00 

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

Invoices paid by Barclaycard 

D&J transport Additional ballast bench bases 30.67 6.13 36.80 

Argos Hall mugs 25.00 5.00 30.00 

     

 
*See appendix a for salary breakdown 
 
              =    Previously approved by Chairman or at previous meeting  
 
All payments to be made - Proposed: Cllr. Abbott.; Seconded: Cllr. Clark; all in favour.  
 

 



Clerk advised the meeting that the external auditors report and certificate has been 
received, saying 'no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that 
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.'  

178/24 Risk 
Management/ 
Policies & 
Procedures - 10 

a) To review policies/procedures: Dignity at work; Lone working policy, forwarded to Cllrs. 
on 12.9.2024 and revised versions 3.10.2024.  At the end of the Dignity at work policy it says 
that it will replace the ‘Bullying and Harassment’ policy which Parish Council  changed to 
anti-bullying. The Clerk said that there are two points to make about this: firstly it doesn’t 
specify in the anti-bullying policy that it’s just about employees or whilst at work, so surely it 
should apply to all Councillors too, who are not classed as employees. Whereas the ‘dignity 
at work’ specifies ‘at work’? Secondly, as the anti-bullying policy was approved in June of 
this year, technically we can’t revoke that decision for 6 months so we shouldn’t remove the 
policy – if we want to – until January 2025. It was resolved that we look more extensively at 
both policies and reword.    Cllr Glen Campbell agreed to re-draft both policies and bring 
them to Council again. 
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179/24 Planning - 11 Planning: the clerk reported that the following planning applications had been received for 
comment: 
a) F/YR24/0723/VOC - Removal of condition 5 (highway markings) of Planning permission 
F/YR20/0324/F (Erect 3 x dwellings (2-storey 3-bed) and associated works involving the 
demolition of existing building) at Land To The North Of 45 King Street - no objection. 
  
b) Neighbourhood plan: Cllr Johnson: said that the NHP is almost complete and ready to go 
to FDC. There is little left to do and our consultant is altering small items from the FDC 
feedback including adding the maps. IT will go to FDC tomorrow, they need 2 weeks to go to 
the communications department for it to be advertised. The 6 week consultation should 
start on the 26th October. Then it takes 6 weeks, we have to contact organisations etc. 
advising them of the NHP. Cllr Johnson asked Cllrs. to lobby everyone they know to 
complete the questionnaires.  
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180/24 Highway 
matters/Street 
lighting/ 
Transport – 12 

a) Street lights reported: Cllr Dent advised that there is an illegal billboard on one of our 
street lights. Clerk advised that it could affect our insurance - to be removed. 
b) Footpaths and highways issues: Ask highways to re-paint the double white lines in the 
centre of March Rd. at the Bellway's site.  Manhole cover at entrance to Parkfield is 
dropped, rusty and dangerous.  
The public ROW 5 number 5 is still blocked by a fence - clerk to report.  
c) MVAS warranty offer: Further to an email received Elan City are offering to extend the 2 
year warranty on the first 2 MVAS bought from them, for an additional 3 years at a cost of 
£199.00 each MVAS. Email and info forwarded to Cllrs on 3.10.2024. After discussion, 
resolved to take up the offer. Proposed: Cllr. Dent. Seconded: Cllr. Hennen. 
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181/24 War Memorial 
playing field – 
13 

a) Wild flower area: further to the quote received from our contractors on 10.9.2024, they 
would charge £655.00 for the first cut and subsequent collection of dead dry grass then 
£550.00 for the second. After discussion, even though it would be beneficial for a nature 
recovery plan, Cllrs resolved that because they could not justify the cost, not to go ahead 
with the wild flower area. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson. Seconded: Cllr. Best. 
b) Hedge cutting: Cllr Davis asked whether we should have the front of the hedge - ie 
adjacent to the footpath - cut more often as there is a lot of bramble growing in the hedge 
and it can be difficult to get past at times. After discussion resolved to trim in June/July as 
well as the 2 other cuts. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson. Seconded: Cllr. Best - ask them if they can 
use battery operated so as not to disturb any birds. 
 
Clerk advised Cllrs that the WMPF Charity annual return for 2023/24 has been completed  
and submitted to the Charity Commission.  
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182/24 Parkfield - 14 a) Defibrillator: Further to an email received by the chairman, would we like to purchase 
another part funded defibrillator and cabinet and site it on the outside wall at Parkfields? 
London hearts - from whom we purchased the last one - are offering 50% funding - we 
would only have to pay £750.00 towards the cost of the defib and cabinet. Clerk has asked 
Parkfield whether they are willing to house, check and supply electricity to it and they are 
more than willing.  After discussion resolved to buy one to be placed at Parkfield and a 
second one which will be placed somewhere else in the village.   Proposed: Cllr. Clark. 
Seconded: Cllr. Abbott. 
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183/24 Doddington Rd. 
Cemetery – 15 

 Parish Council will investigate the possibility of having an area in the cemetery where ashes 
could be scattered without having the recognition of a formal cremation plot and marker.  
There would have to be a designated area marked off and there would be a charge for this.  

PA 
 



184/24 Parish Hall - 16 a) Fire risk assessment: Further to the new/latest FRA, the only additional item which we 
could implement - but not necessary - would be to change the kitchen door to a Fire door. 
Clerk had found quotes, forwarded to Cllrs on 26.9.2024.  After discussion resolve not to 
change the door. Proposed: Cllr. Abbott: Seconded: Cllr. Johnson 
b) Chairs and china: Clerk has looked for rubber bungs for the bottom of the hall chairs as 
many are missing, which causes scratching of the floor. Quotes for bungs and options for 
new chairs forwarded to Cllrs on 30.9.2024. After discussion resolved to buy new chairs, 
vote by show of hands 6 for to 2 against with 1 abstention. Weigh our current chairs first to 
make sure new ones would be much lighter than those. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson. Seconded: 
Cllr. Abbott. 
Clerk and chair advised that further to the McMillan's coffee morning it was apparent that 
we were short of cups. Chairman approved purchasing 20 mugs to supplement the cups we 
already have at a cost of £30.00 - see payments 
Clerk has booked in the annual air con. Service for this week.  
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185/24 Correspondence
/other business 
-17 

Chair asked for a volunteer to lay the poppy wreath at the November remembrance day 
service - Cllr Clark volunteered.   
Chair also asked for a volunteer to attend the upcoming funeral service of Mrs Gowler who 
sadly passed away suddenly last week, as Cllr Davis will be on holiday on the day of the 
funeral. Cllr Dent volunteered. A condolence card has been sent on behalf of the Parish 
Council.  
Cllr Davis said that re the application for 20mph on Church Road we came 90th in the list so 
we will not get the 20mph. 

 
 
 

186/24 Date of next 
meeting - 18 

Next meeting: Tuesday 12th November 2024 at 19.00. Meeting closed at: 20.50  

 
Appendix a* 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

 October 2024 NET VAT £ 

Handyman 1 Handyman duties    543.86 

Handyman 2 Handyman duties   279.12 

Clerk Clerk duties incl. home wkg all.   1191.50 

Hall steward Hall steward duties   137.20 

Cleaner Hall cleaning    297.44 

Inland revenue Staff tax & NI    485.33 

Total 2934.45 


