
Minutes of the meeting of Wimblington Parish Council held on Tuesday 10th December 2024 at 
Wimblington Parish Hall, Addison Rd. Wimblington PE15 0QT, at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present  M T Davis (Chairman), Mrs P Amos (Clerk), Cllr. Campbell ; Cllr. Best; Cllr. Dent. Cllr. Johnson; 
Cllr. Hennen; Cllr. Harding.  

 

Number Title & Agenda 
No 

 Action 

207/24 Apologies for 
Absence - 1 

 Cllr Clarke; Cllr Abbott; Cllr Gowing.  

208/24 Absentees None  

209/24 Chairs 
Additional items 
- 1a 

Any items for consideration, which the Chairman deems urgent by virtue of the special 
circumstances to be now specified: Clerk requested that she apply to Lloyds bank for a debit 
card for the business account to enable her to pay cash in at the Post office to the correct 
account, as the only card held at the moment is for the treasurer's account, into which we do 
not receive money. After discussion resolved to agree. Proposed: Cllr. Best; Seconded: Cllr. 
Hennen. 

 
 
 

210/24 Declarations of 
interest - 2 
 

i)declaration: None 
ii)written dispensation requests:  There were none. 
iii)dispensation grants: There are none.  

 

211/24 Public 
Participation - 3 

None  
 

212/24 Confirmation of 
minutes - 4 

RESOLVED – that the minutes of meeting held on 12th November 2024 were correctly 
recorded and that they be signed as being a true record. Proposed: Cllr. Best; Seconded: Cllr. 
Campbell; All in favour.  

 

213/24 Fenland District 
Council - 5 

Cllr Davis reported that 3 motions have been submitted for the next FDC meeting, none 
directly relevant to Wimblington, although the last is to adopt the 'Fenland Flag'. 

  

214/24 Cambridgeshire 
County Council  
- 6 

Cllr Gowing was not able to attend.  

215/24 Clerks report - 7 Further to minute number 200/24e clerk completed the online form to ask for Capitally 
funded highway maintenance - copy forwarded to Cllrs on 20.11.2024 - for improvements to 
Woodman's Way and for passing places on Hook Rd. 
Regarding the village sign, Metalcraft have very kindly now offered to provide the materials 

and make the sign for us. It will need to be painted and dimensions etc. have been 

forwarded to them. : Further to minute number 196/24c metalcraft have approved a budget 

for their apprentices to make a new signs for the village. Details of size etc to be forwarded 

to them. Clerk has emailed our graffiti artist to ask whether he is able and willing to paint it 

for us. 

After 2.5 years of chasing we finally have a grit bin at the sharp corner on Horsemoor Rd. 
Cambs ACRE chief exec and head of business attended last week's community living room to 
award a certificate recognising the efforts of the volunteer team.  

 
 

216/24 Other Matters  
- 8 

a) Parish Nature recovery plan: To be addressed when volunteers come forward and the 

County wide strategy has been announced.   

b) District Infrastructure delivery plan: Further to an email forwarded to Cllrs on 11.11.2024 

Cllrs. discussed their thoughts about the needs of Wimblington and agreed to ask to remove 

the 40 mph section of road between Wimblington and Doddington and 2 zebra crossings 

somewhere on March or Doddington Rd. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson  Seconded: Cllr. Best 

c) Interim auditors report: Further to receiving the report there are some minor things  

which she would like Councillors to look at (report forwarded to Cllrs 19.11.2024)  

1. Standing Orders & Financial Regs: SO page 21 highlighted section regarding recorded 

votes, auditor suggests it be removed as we do not use 'recorded' votes. Fin Regs 5.15 - 

needs to be amended to read: the council for all other items over £2500.00 excluding VAT.  

2. Internal auditor would like cheque signatories to also approve payments. Yes  

3. Internal auditor would like appendix a (breakdown of staff payments) removed from the 

published minutes. Yes 

4. A double check of payment procedure at random times. - No 

5. Review bank mandate annually. ? 

6. Possibly have a formal grant application form for every grant. - No 

7. Review insurance annually (we are in a fixed term until June 2027) increase any necessary.  

8. Show budget on web site and monitor actual spend against budget quarterly.  Yes 
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PA 



9. Record monthly income in minutes. No - recorded quarterly 

10. Adopt an investment strategy policy. No 

11. Review web site compliancy of accessibility regulations. Check with Chadwick. 

After discussion resolved to address each item as above and review again in March. 

Proposed: Cllr Johnson. Seconded: Cllr. Best. All in agreement by show of hands.  

e) Cambs ACRE membership renewal: Our membership  ends in December - for next agenda 

d) Standing orders & Financial Regulations - see point 1 above. After discussion resolved to 

amend as above. Proposed: Cllr. Best Seconded: Cllr. Dent 

 

  
 
 
 

217/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments - 9 

 
 
 

 

204/24a&c 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

129/24 

 

 

 

 

 

204/24a&c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) The members to consider the following: accounts for payment: 

Payments  NET VAT £ 

Salaries  *Including tax & NI   3012.62 

Idverde Grass cutting Oct 584.47 116.89 701.36 

Legra Audit service Interim internal audit   196.35 

Idverde Grass cutting Nov 584.47 116.89 701.36 

UK Farm Gates Make good allotment gates 880.00 176.00 1056.00 

Giff gaff Pavilion data Nov 8.34 1.66 10.00 

FDC Hall waste Sept-Dec   142.61 

FDC Church waste Sept-Dec   142.61 

Rachel Redhead Neighbourhood plan delivery   35.00 

Wrights tools Hardware & hall batteries 11.00 2.20 13.20 

Strictly tables chairs New chairs and tables 386.17 98.23 589.40 

Citizen's Advice Jul-Sept outreach   165.00 

Worby tree svc Final tree invoice for WMPF   1950.00 

Southern electric Hall gas Aug - Nov 466.31 23.31 489.62 

Wave Hall water Sept-Dec   135.81 

Wave Cemetery water Sept-Dec   23.17 

Wave Pavilion water Sept - Dec   19.31 

     

     

     

     

 
 

Invoices paid by Barclaycard 

Gopak 2 x Table tools 20.00 4.00 24.00 

Strictly table/chairs New chairs and tables 3333.33 666.67 4000.00 

Euro office Warm hub serviettes 5.80 1.16 6.96 

 
*See appendix a for salary breakdown 
 
              =    Previously approved by Chairman or at previous meeting  
 
All payments to be made - Proposed: Cllr. Campbell; Seconded: Cllr. Best.; all in favour by 
show of hands.  

 

218/24 Risk 
Management/ 
Policies & 
Procedures - 10 

a) To review policies/procedures: Second review of reworked Dignity at work and Lone 
working policies - first review October 2024. Forwarded to Cllrs on 24.11.2024. After 
discussion resolved to adopt the new version with amendments on page 8 'conduct';  page 
12 word missing.; page 13 -  Seconded: Cllr. Dent; Proposed: Cllr. Harding. 

 
 
 

218/24a 2025/26 Precept 
10a 

Further to a Finance group meeting held on 26.11.2024, clerk presented a proposed 
2025/26 budget to all members. Details and accompanying notes emailed to Cllrs on 
9.12.2024. After discussion resolved not to increase the precept for 2025/26, but keep it at 
£67,168.00 and approve the proposed budget. Proposed: Cllr. Johnson Seconded: Cllr. Dent 

 

219/24 Planning - 11 Planning: the clerk reported that the following planning applications had been received for 
comment: 

 
 
 



a) F/YR24/0896/F - Change of use of existing building to a Learning/Day Centre for 
learning difficulties (F1 use) at Land North Of 14A Addison Road -  
Council would like it stipulated that, if permission is granted, the premises would be 
used solely for individuals with learning difficulties. (F1). Working hours are to be 
Monday-Saturday 0800hrs - 2000hrs. Consideration has to be given to the residents 
and surrounding local environment during these working hours, especially evenings 
and at the weekend. Highways have refused the application awaiting further 
information regarding splay and vehicle use. Taking the above into consideration 
Parish Council have no objections. 
F/YR24/0907/F - Formation of a new access, road and parking at Land North West Of 

Fenessence Manea Road -It is noted that Highways have refused the application 
awaiting further information on the use of the land. At present Parish Council have 
no objections. 
F/YR24/0933/F -Erect a dwelling and bike store, involving demolition of existing dwelling at 

Tweenus Manea Road -  The applicant's Design and Access Statement references the 
architectural landscape of Wimblington with a blend of historical and modern 
buildings within the village.  It would be helpful if the Planning Office were to direct 
the applicant to the Parish's adopted Design Guidance and Code document, 
produced for the neighbourhood area, as this will ensure that the construction is in 
keeping with the local environment. The Parish Council have no objections. 
 
Cllr Johnson will attend the planning committee meeting tomorrow to speak against 2 
applications - Knowles transport retrospective; and 8 houses on Eastwood End - does not 
comply with our housing needs report. All councillors were in agreement by show of hands. 
  
b) Neighbourhood plan: Cllr Johnson reported that the 6 week consultation has now come 
to an end with little response until yesterday, when around 6 replies were received. Some 
minor changes are to be made by the consultant.  

AJ  
 
 
 

220/24 Highway 
matters/Street 
lighting/ 
Transport – 12 

a) Street lights reported: None.  
b) Footpaths and highways issues: None.  
Clerk reported that in consultation with the chairman, our 2025/26 LHI bid has been 
submitted, requesting repair to the footpath adjacent and leading to the War Memorial 
playing field. A meeting has been requested by the senior project manager, tba 
ROW officer is chasing the Woodman's Way re-instatement and movement of the fence 
blocking part of the footpath. 

 

221/24 War Memorial 
playing field – 
13 

Clerk reported that all of the tree work for this year is now competed. The contractor very 
kindly has installed all but one of our bird boxes, that one being too long to sit against a tree 
without moving, suggestion is to install it on one of the buildings. Grass has been cut. 

 
 
 

222/24 Parkfield - 14 They are very busy at the moment.  

223/24 Doddington Rd. 
Cemetery – 15 

All is fine here, the topiary trees have been re-shaped and grass cut.   
 

224/24 Parish Hall - 16 a) Fisher Parkinson & PTA hall booking: Further to last years booking for Fisher Parkinson to 
hold an open evening, which Council allowed to be free of charge and the PTA booking for 
wreath making, are Councillor happy for this year's hall booking to be free of charge? After 
discussion, resolved to offer the hall free of charge. Proposed: Cllr. Campbell; Seconded: Cllr. 
Harding. 

 

225/24 Correspondence
/other business 
-17 

Cllr Hennen asked whether the ROW officer has been contacted yet about the dumping and 
burning of rubbish on the public footpath leading from the corner of Hook Rd/Horsemoor 
Rd. - Cllr Davis has emailed but not yet received a reply. She will chase him and copy  in the 
environment officer. There is also a blinding light at the stables, can this be adjusted? 
Report to highways. Also a road closure which suddenly appeared to be imminent was not 
notified to residents and in the end did not happen - what was this for? Why weren't 
resident notified. Cllr Davis said that several agencies and Steve Barclay have written to 
highways for clarification and requesting action. 
Ref email from SLCC branch secretary; clerk explained that many consultation forms are  
extremely complicated and lengthy which hugely discourages the layman from completing 
them, the lady has asked for comments and she will attempt to get more consultations 
formulated in a user friendly way. After discussion Cllrs also object to many current formats 
and would join in any action to have these consultations simplified. Clerk to reply with  
support from Wimblington. 
 

 
MD 
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226/24 Confidential 
item - 
Staff & 
volunteers 

Confidential item – to be discussed at the end of the meeting. To exclude the public 
(including the press) from a meeting of a committee it is necessary for the following 
proposition to be moved and adopted: “that the public be excluded from the meeting for 
items which involve the likely disclosure of exempt  information as defined in the paragraph 
1 of Part 1 of the Schedule 12 A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) as 
indicated. Proposed: Cllr. Best.  Seconded: Cllr. Dent. 
 
The chairman asked Cllrs whether they would consider awarding the freedom of the village 
to Pat Hart who still runs the Anchor retirement club and helps run ladies keep fit, but has 
over many, many years run various other clubs and always volunteers to  help at every 
event in the village, having run the over 50's club for many, many  years. After discussion 
resolved to arrange a special meeting to instigate the process - clerk to arrange.  
 
The clerk left the room 
 
The chairman asked Councillors whether they wish to give a Christmas voucher to staff and 
a bottle of wine to those residents who themselves pay for the electricity to heat a 
defibrillator cabinet. Resolved to give vouchers to Booking clerk £20 - Cleaner £20- gardener 
- £20 handyman 1 £50 - handyman 2 £20- clerk - £50. After discussion resolved to give a 
bottle of wine to defib holders (non business ) and also give vouchers as follows: Mr & Mrs 
Harnett £20.00 
Proposed: Cllr Davis Seconded: Cllr Hennen. LGA S137 and S111 refers 
 
Staff salaries 2025-26. 
 
Staff salaries to take effect from April were discussed.  The new living Wage would apply to 
the Hall Steward, The Cleaner and Handyman 2.  The salaries of the Clerk and Handyman 1 
needed to be discussed if Councillors wished to ensure the deferential applied to affect the 
salaries of these two more qualified employees.   The Chairman provided figures to aid the 
discussion.  The Councillors voted but the Chairman abstained as is a personal friend of the 
Clerk.  Subsequent to the meeting the clerk advised the Chairman that there would need to 
be another discussion on the level of these two pay rises as the Chairman had inadvertently 
looked at the wrong set of figures.  These two salaries will therefore need to be discussed 
again at the January meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PA 

227/24 Date of next 
meeting - 18 

Next meeting: Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 19.00. Meeting closed at: 21.20  

 
Appendix a* 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

 December 2024 NET VAT £ 

Handyman 1 Handyman duties    543.86 

Caretaker/ 
Handyman 2 

Caretaker and Handyman 
duties 

   
341.69 

Clerk Clerk duties incl. home wkg all.   1191.30 

Hall steward Hall steward duties   137.20 

Cleaner Hall cleaning    297.44 

Inland revenue Staff tax & NI    501.13 

Total 3012.62 


